
SAFETY TOOLBOX TALK 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

As the saying goes, April showers bring May flowers.  But it also can bring a lot of hazards on the road due to 
severe storms that are generated in the Spring and early Summer. 

Driving Condition — What are the hazards of driving while in a thunderstorm? 

Limited Vision — Heavy rain caused by storms can reduce your visibility and create dangerous road condi-
tions. If possible, pull off at the nearest exit and find shelter.  
 

Hydroplaning — It occurs when a vehicle is traveling too fast in heavy rain conditions, causing the vehicle's 
tires to travel on a thin layer of water rather than grip the surface of the road. Some roads have can have oil 
seep from the road way. This has the potential to make steering and braking difficult and could even lead to 
losing control of your vehicle. 
 

Heavy Winds — Wind may not seem like it can present a significant risk, but strong wind deserves special 
consideration from drivers. Strong wind can occur just about anywhere, but it can be more common in wide 
open spaces. Areas for concern also include highway overpasses, tunnels and “road cuts” through mountain-
ous areas that can act as funnels for wind.  
 

Weather closely associated with thunderstorms (e.g. hailstorms or tornadoes) —   During this time  of year, 
there are higher probability to have storms that can produce other associated hazards such has hail and/
tornados.  These can lead to severe damage to vehicles and personal injury.  Tornados have all the severity 
listed above and can be very deadly since many are developed in wide over areas and drivers can not find 
shelter. 
 

Affected Road Conditions— For severe storms or storms in dense urban areas,  flooding is a major concern.  
Floods can be quick and unexpected to drivers on the road.  Floods can envelope a vehicle quickly and has 
been deadly for unprepared drivers.  Storms can also result with debris in roadway that cause drivers to react 
suddenly or cause severe damage leaving drivers stranded or injured. 

PREVENTION — How do you protect yourself? 
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Avoid driving in these conditions — if you are able, do not drive in storms. 
 

Monitor the weather in your area — if you have to drive, monitor the weather to pick the best time to travel 
best route to avoid as much of the storm as possible. 
 

Check your vehicle — Ensure you are driving with a full fuel tank, since storms can cause delays or shut 
downs on road and highways.  This will ensure your vehicle will not shut down and leave you without a safe 
location to be in a storm.  Check you tires for damage or extensive wear.  These issues with your tires can 
make you more susceptible to hydroplaning. 
 

Drive more conservative — Extend your following distance/time between you and the vehicle in front of 
you.  During normal conditions it is recommended, by the National Safety Council, to maintain a minimum of 
3 seconds.  During a storm you want to add 1 to 2 more to your time.   It is also recommended to reduce 
speed below the speed limit.  Adjust speed to the amount of water on the roadway.  At speeds as low as 35 
mph, new tires can still lose some contact with the roadway.  

This toolbox was developed by CORE Safety Group for Crain Construction.  CORE Safety Group, however,  does not accept any liability whatsoever 

for injury, damage or other losses which may arise from reliance on this information and the use of this document. 


