
SAFETY TOOLBOX TALK 
 

 

KNOWLEDGE CHECK — The Right to Know 

• Hazard Communication is a simple concept but an important one-Employees have both a need and 
right to know the hazards and identities of the chemicals they exposed to.  

• The Hazardous Communication Standard and the Globally Harmonized system provide the require-
ments to train employees on how to safely handle chemicals and substances they use at work. 

• Safety Data Sheets provide the information employees should know for the chemicals they handle. 
A copy of the Safety Data Sheet box will be kept on the jobsite. You can review this information at 
any time 

 SAFE USE — Understanding Pictograms 

• The Globally Harmonized System has 9 pictograms that will be 
found on all chemical containers 

• Flammable-this product is flammable 
• Oxidizer-will release oxygen when burned 
• Skull and Crossbones-Acute Toxicity-can cause death 

quickly with a small exposure 
• Corrosion-can cause burns to the skin/damage to the 

eyes and is corrosive to metal 
• Exploding Bomb-these products are explosive, self-

reactive or organic peroxides-Special care must be tak-
en when handling and storing. 

• Exclamation Point-Irritant, skin sensitizer, narcotic 
effect, respiratory irritant, hazardous to ozone 

• Health Hazard-Carcinogen (cancer causing), mutagenic-
ity, reproductive toxicity, respiratory sensitizer, organ 
toxicity, aspiration toxicity  

• Environmental Hazard-exposing this chemical to the 
environment can harm wildlife and waterways 

• Compressed Gas Cylinder– Gases under pressure 
Each chemical in use on the jobsite should be evaluated and han-
dled, stored, and disposed of according to the SDS. 

Week XX: Hazardous Communication 

This toolbox was developed for Crain Construction by CORE Safety Group. CORE Safety Group, however, does not accept any liability whatsoever 

for injury, damage or other losses which may arise from reliance on this information and the use of this document. 

• All chemicals must be labeled. Never obstruct or remove a chemical label. 
• In the event of an exposure such as swallowing a chemical or getting a chemical in the eyes, check the SDS 

before rendering first aid. If an employee must go off site for care, bring a copy of the SDS to the treating 
facility. 

• If a chemical must be transferred to a secondary container, label that container as well. 
• Always wash your hands after handling chemicals, before going to the bathroom or eating. 

 SAFE USE — Handling and Understanding chemicals 


