
SAFETY TOOLBOX TALK 

GENERAL INFORMATION  

Not exactly a boom lift and not exactly scaffolding, a scissor lift is an elevated work platform. 

OSHA doesn’t use “scissor lift” in the standards; however, employees still must follow the safety guidelines that apply 

DESCRIPTION — What are scissor lifts and their hazards? 

Scissor lifts— An accordion-style device to lift workers to overhead 
work locations in both construction and general industry facilities. 
They are a different type of lift, commonly grouped with aerial lifts, 
but they are considered mobile scaffolding.  
 

Scissor lifts come with their own unique set of safety requirements 
regulated by OSHA and require their own specific training before be-
ing used by an operator.  Some of the major hazards are: 
 

• Falls:  
 Frequently work at 6’ or higher in raised lift 

 

• Tip-overs:  
 30+ mph wind gusts can tip-over a raised lift 
 Other equipment hitting the base of a raised lift 
 Working at surface grades greater than manufacturer guidelines  
 

• Struck-by/Caught-in:  
 Lifts moving near fixed objects can pin a worker 

 

• Shocks/Arc Flash: 
 Coming in physical contact with power lines  
 Coming into contact with electrical equipment 

INJURY PREVENTION — What are some of the safety requirements for operating this lifts? 

Week X: Aerial and Scissor Lifts 

• Inspect all equipment before use (must be documented) and ensure it is working according to manufacturer’s speci-
fications.  Ensure all employees are properly training in the operation and inspection of equipment. 

 

• Fall Protection—It is not required to use a harness and lanyard unless that employee is performing work that can 
potentially expose them to a fall.  Even though there is no requirement, it is best practice to require 100% tie off to 
eliminating the risk of falling.  Lanyards longer than 4 feet , and even retractable lanyards, can put the operator in a 
hazardous situation or allow them to be exposed to a fall.  The purpose for a lanyard while operating is to keep the 
employee planted on the floor of the platform and prevent them from being exposed to a fall.   

 

• Exiting Lift—Never step or sit on guard rails when working or exiting a lift.  Exit the lift according to manufacturer’s 
requirements, in the lowered position and use the supplied entry.  CHECK OPERATOR’S MANUAL. 

 

• Never move a raised lift.  Doing so greatly increases the chance of tip over due to shifting center of gravity. 

 

• Inspect work location and pay attention while completing a lift to ensure you are not going to pin yourself or others. 
   

• Ensure area under the lifts are clear of personnel.  This will eliminate the falling object hazard.  If personnel must 
work near the lift, protect employee below with securing material or provide overhead protection. 

This toolbox was developed by CORE Safety Group for Crain Construction.  CORE Safety Group, however,  does not accept any liability whatsoever 

for injury, damage or other losses which may arise from reliance on this information and the use of this document. 


