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CONSTRUCTION

CORE Toolbox Topic Week 000: PPE—Eye and Face Protection

Protect Yourself!

According to OSHA, thousands of people are blinded each year by preventable work-related eye injuries. Proper eye
and face protection would have prevented those injuries. Eye injuries can be caused by exposure to impact hazards,
heat, chemicals, dust, and optical radiation. Take the time to identify the hazards and protect your eyes.

Eye See the Problem.

e Impact hazards include flying objects such as working with high-powered lasers.

chips, sparks, particles, sand and dirt. e Goggles protect your eyes from top, side, and

o Tasks that create impact hazards include chip- bottom impacts.
ping, grinding, machining, masonry work, Welding goggles filter ultraviolet radiation

woodworking, sawing drilling and chiseling.
o All eye protection must be ANSI Z.87 rated.

Look on the eye piece, nose piece, or on the
lens itself for the ANSI Z.87 marking.

e Chemical hazards can include splashes, fumes,
vapors, and mists.

» These hazards can exist when you handle ac- Heat is a hazard when you are near processes

ids or other chemicals, when you apply spray that create high temperatures. Examples in-

- . \
finishes or coatings, and even when you're clude open flames, industrial furnaces and

cleaning parts. welding. Wear face protection when using
e Harmful dust can be created during buffing, flames, or creating sparks/slag.

woodworking and sanding operations. « Take care of your equipment!

e Optical radiation is a hazard when you're
welding, torch-cutting, brazing, soldering and

SUMMARY-Eyes can’t be replaced

Eye injuries can happen on the job or at
home, so remember to protect your eyes
all the time: when you’re mowing the
lawn, changing the oil in your car or
spreading fertilizer; even when you’re ’
playing sports. Take care of your eyes. \J,/\
They are easy to injure, hard to fix, and l
impossible to replace.
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