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CONSTRUCTION

CORE Toolbox Topic Number 000: Demolition

General Conditions before Demolition

Sometimes in construction, before you can build, you’ve got to make room. Construction work often involves demolishing
building or parts of existing structures. Demolition sites are different from building sites and have their own hazards such as
the instability and condition of the structure, toxic materials within the ‘
building, and many other unknowns. Preparation is crucial. Before the
demolition starts a competent person needs to conduct an engineering
survey of the structure. They have to determine the general condition of
the structure, and the risk of premature collapse of the framing, floors,
walls and the roof. Identify all utilities. Utilities should be disconnected,
capped or shut off so they don’t’ become hazards or create unexpected
costs. Relocate utilities needed for the demolition before work begins.
Call 811 BEFORE YOU DIG. Gas and diesel containers should be placed in
locations where they won’t be damaged. Make sure fire extinguishers are
readily available. Consider the type of fire extinguisher needed

Medical Management and General Hazards

First-Aid and Medical services should be easily accessible on every demolition project. The closest hospital or
medical clinic must be identified during the engineering survey. Be sure to locate fire hydrants that are on
the property and know whether or not they are in service. Keep them free from obstructions. Gas and diesel
containers should be placed in locations where they won’t be damaged. Make sure fire extinguishers are
readily available. Abandoned buildings can contain a variety of physical dangers that aren’t related to the
demolition work; such as, broken glass, weapons, garbage , drug paraphernalia, homeless persons occupying

the space, vermin, and human or animal waste.

Other Exposures to consider

Demolition work can also expose you to lead, asbestos, and silica dust, all of which are hazardous to
your overall health. Plan to wear all the necessary personal protective equipment including respira-
tory protection if necessary. As always, wash your hand before eating, drinking, smoking and before
you go home. All demolition jobs have similar hazards, just on different scales. Regardless of the size
or scope of the project, keep an eye out from unprotected floor openings, sharp objects, and low
overhangs. Always wear your hard hat, leather boots with puncture-resistant soles, and an appropri-
ate pair of gloves.

Ensure you do not bring the world crashing down around you! Structural and load-supporting mem-
bers must not be cut or removed until all stories above have been removed or properly and safely
supported.
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